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Leson T

Love Dies

1. Historical Background

Ruth 1:1-5

ITn the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem in Judah went to
sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2The name of the man was Elimelech and
the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites
from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there. 3But Elimelech, the
husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4These took Moabite wives; the name of the one
was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, >and both Mahlon and Chilion
died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband.
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Map of Moab, Figure 1.1
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& Historical Background: Moab

Moab was the son of Lot by Lot’s incestuous relationship with one of his daughters. Lot was
Abraham’s nephew, making Moab Jacob’s second cousin (Genesis 19:30-38). The Moabites tried to
prevent the Israelites from entering the land of Canaan, and when that failed Moabite women tried
to seduce Israelite men.

2. Death of a Family

Q. Looking at verses 1-2, and 4, can you see the subtle change in how long the
family intends to stay in Moab?

/ Historical Background: Living Death’

We think of life and death as having clear boundary lines.

I Doug Green, “Ruth Lectures” class notes, (Westminster Seminary), 11.
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[We think]

Life ——p» Death

[Hebrews
think]

T

Living Death?, Figure 1.2

Q. Let’s list Naomi’s major losses in order.

& Historical Background: The Shell of a Family

“Ruth, Orpah, and Naomi are headless. There are no husbands, no fathers, no sons to take a protec-
tive role.”2 Naomi is left with the dead shell of a family.

2 Green, “Ruth Lectures”, 7.
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3. Where Is God?

s

Jda
Elimelech =

=5 Literary Insight: Meaning of Names

Naomi =

Mahlon =

Chilion =

Bethlehem =

Moab =

All Exits Closed

Q. Three barriers keep Naomi from exiting this tragedy.

1.
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@ Is Naomi or Elimelech at Fault?

One scholar writes, “Like Abraham’s move to Egypt (Genesis 12:10-20), the family’s move to Moab to
escape the famine looks like a lapse of spiritual commitment.”? Another scholar writes, “This is a worst-
case scenario. The family is dead outside of the land of promise.”*

Don’t forget. The text does not condemn Naomi in any way. It just tells the story. It is a perfect
example of “judge not.”

4. Th raveling Home with Mother-in-Law

Ruth 1:6-10

6Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the fields
of Moab that the LORD had visited his people and given them food. 7So she set out from the place where she
was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. 8But Naomi said
to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with
you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. 9The LORD grant that you may find rest, each of you in
the house of her husband!” Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 1°And they said
to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.”

3 Daniel L Block, The New American Commentary: Judges, Ruth (Nashville, TN: Broadman and Holman, 1999), 613.
4 Green, “Ruth Lectures”, 13-15.
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, Historical Background:
= Mother-in-law & Daughter-in-law Relationship

In traditional eastern cultures the daughter-in-aw is the servant of the mother-in-law. The daughter-
in-law leaves her mother’s house and lives with her husband and his parents. This can lead to a
tremendous amount of abuse. In many cultures this can be the most difficult family relationship.

5. First Conversation—Naomi Cares

Q. Look carefully at Ruth 1:8-9. Each verse is summarized by a one- or two-word
blessing that Naomi wants for Orpah and Ruth. What are the two words?

1.
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ﬁ Gospel Connection: Hesed and the Gospel

Hesed is a word unique to Hebrew that combines two words in English: love and loyalty. Sometimes
hesed is translated as “covenant love.” It combines commitment with sacrifice. It is one-way love. Love

without an exit strategy.

L
Literary lnslght: Rest (Manoah)

In the second blessing, Naomi asks that God would give them rest. The Hebrew word manoah is related
to Noah, which means rest (Genesis 5:29). It means “a place of settled security” that in their world
suggested finding a husband who could provide them with food and protection.

& Historical Background: How Religion was Organized

Chemosh Yahweh
Land of Land of
Ancient Gods, Figure 1.3

Lesson 1: Lowve Dies



L TN

Naomi Ruth/Orpah

~_ '

Gospel Exchange, Figure 1.4

éj Gospel Connection: The Structure of Love
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6. Application

wpersonal Connection: Endurance

The book of Ruth is about hesed, about a covenant love that endures through hardship. It begins
with a familiar scene of a couple who appear to not endure under hardship, who leave the Promised
Land when things get tough.

Remember, God is not a Grinch. We are not to seek suffering. That is called asceticism. He often
gives us a way out from suffering. We can leave our jobs. Sometimes we have to move. God wants
shalom to be the pattern of your life. Nevertheless, he often calls us to the hard work of enduring.

Q. How have you seen God let you endure through hardship?

Q. How have you seen others endure through hardship?

Q. Is there a relationship or situation in your life where God is calling you to
endure?

wpersonal Connection: Suffering

We don’t know for sure if Naomi’s suffering was self-inflicted (she and Elimelech lost faith and left
Bethlehem), inflicted by someone else (her husband Elimelech lost faith), or whether it just hap-
pened. The book doesn’t give a hint either way. That is a very helpful look at suffering. No matter
what the source of the suffering, God uses it to bring us home, to shape us into the image of his Son.

Q. Can you think of a time when God used personal suffering in your life to bring
you home to himself? Is God doing that now in your life? If so, how?

Lesson 1: Lowve Dies
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wl’ersonal Connection: Mothers-in-Law/Difficult Family Relationship

Q. Do you have a difficult family relationship? Perhaps it is a spouse, parent, sib-
ling, or in-law. Describe it. As you go through this study, be reflecting on that
relationship and how God might be prompting you to love.

Q. When you think of hesed, of a love without an exit strategy, how might that
affect this difficult relationship?

ijersonal Connection: Hesed

Q. Describe a relationship in your life where God is calling you to or you have com-
mitted yourself to hesed.

Q. What has (or will) doing hesed cost in this relationship?
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