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Question: "What was a prophet in the Old Testament?" 

 

Answer: A prophet in the Old Testament was someone who was used by God to communicate His 

message to the world. Prophets were also called “seers” because they could “see,” spiritually speaking, 

as God gave them insight (1 Samuel 9:9). The prophets can be divided into the “writing prophets” such as 

Isaiah, Daniel, Amos, and Malachi; and the “non-writing prophets” such as Gad (1 Samuel 22:5), Nathan 

(1 Chronicles 17:1), and Elijah (1 Kings 18:36). There are also some anonymous prophets in the Old 

Testament, such as the unnamed prophet in Judges 6:7–10. 

 

The prophets came from a variety of backgrounds, spoke to different audiences, possessed unique 

styles, and used assorted methods. Most of the Old Testament prophets’ messages concerned the 

people of Israel; if other nations were mentioned in the oracles, it was usually in connection to those 

nations’ dealings with Israel. Most prophets of God were men, but the Old Testament also mentions 

prophetesses such as Miriam (Exodus 15:20, ESV), Deborah (Judges 4:4, ESV), and Huldah (2 Kings 

22:14, ESV). All prophets shared some characteristics that made their ministries “prophetic.”… 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/prophet-Old-Testament.html 

 

 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/seer-Bible.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/oracles-of-God.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/prophet-Old-Testament.html
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The Writing Prophets 
 

Following on the heels of Elijah and Elisha, God raised up new prophets to speak for him. 

These new prophets continued in the prophetic tradition of Moses. They continued in the spirit 

of Elijah. I call these new prophets the writing prophets to distinguish them from their 

predecessors, for they are unique in that their prophecies are written down for us. I am referring 

of course to the Major Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel) and the Twelve Minor 

Prophets (the final twelve books of our Old Testament). In fact, it may be helpful to turn to the 

Table of Contents in your Bible to see them all listed.  

It should be pointed out that the minor prophets are so-called only because these books are 

relatively short in length; the major prophets are relatively long books. The terms imply nothing 

about their relative importance.251 It would perhaps be more appropriate to refer to them as the 

longer and shorter prophets.  

 
https://bible.org/seriespage/30-understanding-writing-prophets 

 

 

 

https://bible.org/seriespage/30-understanding-writing-prophets#P4150_1451021
https://bible.org/seriespage/30-understanding-writing-prophets
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Common Points About Bible Prophets 

What is the role of a prophet? It’s in the Bible, Deuteronomy 18:18-19, NKJV. "I will raise up for them a 
Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to 
them all that I command Him. And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My 
name, I will require it of him." 

God speaks to us through the prophets. It’s in the Bible, Hosea 12:10, NKJV. “I have also spoken by 
the prophets, and have multiplied visions; I have given symbols through the witness of the prophets.” 

God reveals His plans to the prophets. It’s in the Bible, Amos 3:7, NKJV. “Surely the Lord GOD does 
nothing, unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets” 

It's to our benefit to listen to God's prophets. It’s in the Bible, 2 Chronicles 20:20, NKJV. “…'Hear me, 
O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be established; 
believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.’” 

How does God speak to His prophets? It’s in the Bible, Numbers 12:6, NKJV. “Hear now My words: If 
there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak to him in a 
dream” 

Why did God send prophets? To guide his people in the right way. It’s in the Bible, 2 Chronicles 24:19, 
NKJV. “Yet He sent prophets to them, to bring them back to the LORD; and they testified against them, 
but they would not listen.” 

God uses prophets to lead His people and to protect them. It’s in the Bible, Hosea 12:13, NKJV. “By 
a prophet the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet he was preserved.” 

Prophets are not necessarily popular. It’s in the Bible, Matthew 5:11-12, NKJV. “Blessed are you when 
they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be 
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.” 

Prophets are not popular, because they speak what is right, not what is popular. It's in the Bible, 
Isaiah 30:10, NIV. "They say to the seers, 'See no more visions!' and to the prophets, 'Give us no more 
visions of what is right! Tell us pleasant things, prophesy illusions.'" 

How can we recognize a true prophet? Their predictions will occur as predicted. It’s in the Bible, 
Jeremiah 28:9, NKJV. “As for the prophet who prophesies of peace, when the word of the prophet comes 
to pass, the prophet will be known as one whom the LORD has truly sent.” 

Prophecy is one of the gifts of the Spirit to the church. It’s in the Bible, Romans 12:6-7, NKJV. 
“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us 
prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in 
teaching” 

The gift of prophecy is intended to build up the church and unify it. It’s in the Bible, Ephesians 4:11-
13, NKJV. "And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect 
man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;" 
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Prophets stimulate the work of God. It’s in the Bible, Ezra 6:14, NKJV. “So the elders of the Jews built, 
and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And 
they built and finished it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the 
command of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia.” 

We can expect prophets in the last days of earth’s history. It’s in the Bible, Joel 2:28, NKJV. “And it 
shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions.” 

God’s last day church will obey God’s commandments and have the testimony of Jesus. It’s in the 
Bible, Revelation 12:17, NKJV. “And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war 
with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ” 

What is the “testimony of Jesus Christ?” It’s in the Bible, Revelation 19:10, NKJV.  “And I fell at his 
feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your 
brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.” 

If there are true prophets, we can expect false prophets in the last days. It’s in the Bible, Matthew 
24:24, NKJV. “For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, 
if possible, even the elect.” 

We should test those who claim to be prophets. It’s in the Bible, 1 John 4:1, NKJV. "Beloved, do not 
believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone 
out into the world." 

Beware of prophets who do not keep the laws of God, even if they perform miracles. It’s in the 
Bible, Matthew 7:22-23, NKJV. “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” 

Don’t listen to prophets that speak against the Bible. It’s in the Bible, Isaiah 8:20, NKJV. “To the law 
and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” 

We can't ignore all prophecies out of fear of false prophets - we should test them. It's in the Bible, 1 
Thessalonians 5:20-21, NKJV. “Do not despise prophecies. Test all things; hold fast what is good” 
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Bible Question:   What common motif [theme] is present in all the prophets of Israel? 

Bible Answer: 

The common theme of the Old Testament prophets is the same as that of the entire Old Testament. It is 

the coming Messiah. The entire Old Testament is about Jesus Christ. Jesus said in the gospel of Luke, 

And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself 

in all the Scriptures . . . “all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and 

the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and He said to 

them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and rise again from the dead the third day; and that 

repentance for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. (NASB) Luke 24:27, 44-46 

Sub-Motifs. The prophets had six sub-themes: 

1. Exposure of the sin of men and women 

2. Calling men and women to be like God, that is, to be holy and to love Him 

3. Warning of coming judgment 

4. God is in control. 

5. God is speaking – fulfilled prophecy proves it! 

6. Announcing the coming of Messiah 

These sub-motifs vary from book to book, but the four sub-motifs lead us to Jesus Christ, who saves men 

and women from their sin. Only Jesus Christ, the Messiah, can forgive our sins, but we must depend on 

Him to do this. An overview of the prophetic books is provided in the Appendix A of Solid Roots Study #1. 

Conclusion: 

The entire Old Testament and all its sections look forward to Jesus Christ. 

 
https://www.neverthirsty.org/bible-qa/qa-archives/question/what-common-motif-theme-is-present-in-all-the-prophets-of-israel-2/ 

  

http://neverthirsty.org/bible-studies/discipleship-series-/overview-of-the-bible/
http://neverthirsty.org/bible-studies/discipleship-series-/what-is-the-bible/
https://www.neverthirsty.org/bible-qa/qa-archives/question/what-common-motif-theme-is-present-in-all-the-prophets-of-israel-2/
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Additional References 

 

Timeline of the Prophets 
https://www.theologyofwork.org/old-testament/introduction-to-the-prophets/timeline-of-the-prophets/ 

 

The Chronological Order of the Prophets   (Companion Bible) 

http://www.therain.org/appendixes/app77.html 

 

Major Old Covenant Prophets 
http://www.agapebiblestudy.com/charts/Prophets%20of%20Yahweh.htm 

 

Kings of Israel and Judah 
http://www.biblereferenceguide.com/keywords/kings.html 

 

A Quick Guide to Prophet Forms 

http://biblical-studies.ca/ot/ot_handouts.html 

 

Prophets in the Bible 

http://www.emmanuel-baptist-church.com/charts-on-bible-reference 

 

Survey of the Minor Prophets  (Padfield) 

http://www.padfield.com/acrobat/ot/prophets.pdf     [PDF] 

 

A Study of Prophecy and the Prophets  (Taylor) 

http://www.padfield.com/acrobat/taylor/prophecy.pdf      [PDF] 

 

The Prophets 

http://www.eldrbarry.net/clas/gb/b34prophts.pdf      [PDF] 

 

Kings and Prophets  (Harbison) 

http://www.padfield.com/acrobat/harbison/kings-and-prophets-rh.pdf        [PDF] 

 

Prophets of the Bible 
http://www.bibleinfo.com/en/topics/prophets 

 

Overview of OT – Introduction to the Prophets 

http://www.hsutx.edu/hsubb/learningobjects/overviewoftheoldtestament/pages/55.html 

https://www.theologyofwork.org/old-testament/introduction-to-the-prophets/timeline-of-the-prophets/
http://www.therain.org/appendixes/app77.html
http://www.agapebiblestudy.com/charts/Prophets%20of%20Yahweh.htm
http://www.biblereferenceguide.com/keywords/kings.html
http://biblical-studies.ca/ot/ot_handouts.html
http://www.emmanuel-baptist-church.com/charts-on-bible-reference
http://www.padfield.com/acrobat/ot/prophets.pdf
http://www.padfield.com/acrobat/taylor/prophecy.pdf
http://www.eldrbarry.net/clas/gb/b34prophts.pdf
http://www.padfield.com/acrobat/harbison/kings-and-prophets-rh.pdf
http://www.bibleinfo.com/en/topics/prophets
http://www.hsutx.edu/hsubb/learningobjects/overviewoftheoldtestament/pages/55.html
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What was a prophet in the Old Testament? 
https://www.gotquestions.org/prophet-Old-Testament.html 

 

The Prophetic "Call" Narrative: Commissioning into Service 
http://www.crivoice.org/prophetcall.html 

 

Understanding the Prophets — The Unfolding of Biblical Eschatology 
http://www.ligonier.org/blog/understanding-prophets-unfolding-biblical-eschatology/ 

 

 

 

Prophecy Today (and the Gift of Prophecy) 
http://iblp.org/questions/what-are-common-characteristics-prophets 

 

 

Character of a Prophet 
http://www.kingwatch.co.nz/Prophetic_Ministry/character.htm 

 

 

50 People in the Bible Confirmed Archaeologically 

http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-

bible-confirmed-archaeologically/ 

 

  

https://www.gotquestions.org/prophet-Old-Testament.html
http://www.crivoice.org/prophetcall.html
http://www.ligonier.org/blog/understanding-prophets-unfolding-biblical-eschatology/
http://iblp.org/questions/what-are-common-characteristics-prophets
http://www.kingwatch.co.nz/Prophetic_Ministry/character.htm
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/
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Prophet Forms 
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(1) His Own Day; (2) The 70-Year Captivity; (3) The Restoration; (4) The coming of 

Messiah for the First Time; (5) World-wide Dispersion of the Jews; (6) The Tribulation; 

(7) The Kingdom. 

(1) As for the prophet’s day the Word abounds with references to it. 

(2) Jer. 25:11. 

(3) Jer. 29:10; Dan. 9:2 

(4) The Old Testament is filled with Messianic prophecies 

(5) Amos 9:9; Ezek. 36:24, 28; 37:14. 

(6) Jer. 30:4-7; Dan. 12:1. 

(7) Isaiah 2:11; 11:11; Amos 9:14, 15. 

 

 

 
http://thecambroninstitute.org/library/micah-camb.pdf    

  

http://thecambroninstitute.org/library/micah-camb.pdf
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Again, we wish to point out to you the diagram of “Prophecy In the Word of God” seen 

above,  that the prophets as a whole prophesied the following:  (1) His own day,  (2) 

The captivities:  Assyrian,  of the Ten Upper Tribes of Israel;  and Babylon,  of the two 

Lower Tribes,  Judah,  Simeon,  and Benjamin,  (3)  The restoration of  the twelve 

tribes,  (4)  The coming of Messiah for the First time, (5) World-wide dispersion of the 

Jewish people, (6) The tribulation, and (7) The kingdom. 

 The best dates of the following are the nearest we can assume:  The writing of 

this prophecy is 750 to 710 B.C. The captivity of “Ten Tribe Israel” was in 740 B.C., but 

the captivity of Judah was in 600 B.C. And most of Micah’s prophecies were directed to 

the Lower Tribe Kingdom of Judah. Many of the prophecies of the Old Testament have 

already been fulfilled except: 

1. The 70th Week of Daniel, consisting of seven years. Christ Jesus fulfilled the 

69th week of Daniel by His death, resurrection, and ascension, and between 

the 69th week of Daniel and the 70th week of Daniel the Lord ushered in the 

Church Age for Him to get a people for His name from among the Gentiles. 

2. The Covenant of the antichrist with Israel for seven years. 

3. Three and one half years later he breaks his covenant with Israel, placing his 

throne in the Temple and demanding to be worshipped. In this time, the false 

prophet erects an image of the antichrist demanding the world to bow down to it, 

else they are beheaded. 

4. The destruction of the temple, erected only 3 1/2 years before. 

5. The coming of Messiah to the earth to regather Israel. (Isaiah 11:10-12; 

Jeremiah 16:14-16) 

According to the Book of Ephesians, the Church [Body of Christ, The One New Man, 

The Building, and the Bride] cannot be found in the Old Testament, for the Old 

Testament’s concern was for Israel only (Ephesians 2:14-3:12). 

Here the Apostle Paul declares that the Church is a Mystery.  And the word mystery 

means “a truth revealed for the first time” or “a truth which was revealed at the proper 

time.” He also states that this Mystery was first revealed to Apostle Paul: “How that by 

revelation he made known unto me the Mystery” (of the Church, herself, of course). 

Therefore,  when the  Scriptures  in the  Old Testament  are  speaking of  Israel,  it  is 

speaking of nothing else but of Israel; and when it speaks of the Church, it is speaking  

of the Church. 

How wonderful it is now to go to the book of Micah of the Old Testament, and learn that 

the prophecies concern only the nation of Israel, both the “Ten Tribe Kingdom” and the 

“Lower Three Tribe Kingdom of Judah.” 
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It is true there were thirteen tribes of Israel, for Joseph got a double portion in the land: 

Ephraim and Manasseh, but the tribe of Levi was not given any portion, for Jehovah 

said, “I shall be the inheritance of Levi.” However, when Israel is spoken of, it consists of 

only twelve tribes — one tribe is hid in the mind of God. Take Revelation 7:4-8, only 

twelve tribes are mentioned, leaving one out, the tribe of Dan. 

Why is the tribe of Dan omitted? Some present the idea and among those “some” were 

the Fathers of Israel in Babylon who predicted that the antichrist shall come out of the 

tribe of Dan according to Genesis 49:16, 17 — the interpretation being “the serpent by 

the way” is  the  antichrist  whose  venom is  spread on the  horses  heels,  causing the  

rider  to fall backwards causing many of his brethren to perish.  Others have said that 

Dan’s name is omitted because it was the first tribe to go into apostasy, the worshipping 

of idols. 

 

 

http://thecambroninstitute.org/library/micah-camb.pdf    

 
 

  

http://thecambroninstitute.org/library/micah-camb.pdf
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Day of the Lord / The Lord’s Day 

 

 

Amos 5:18-20. day of the LORD; the LORD’s day.   

This is the earliest known use of the prophets' expression, the day of the LORD. It also occurs in 

Isaiah (Isa 13:6, 9), Jeremiah (Jer 46:10), Ezekiel (Ezek 13:5; 30:3), Joel (Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11, 31; 

3:14), Obadiah (Obad. 15), Zephaniah (Zeph 1:7, 14), and Malachi (Mal 4:5). Perhaps in Amos's 

day the term was in popular use for the time when the Lord would intervene and put Israel at the 

head of the nations (possibly based on Deut 32:35-37); but Amos, and all prophets after him, 

clarify what it would mean for the Lord to visit his people: it means judgment upon them if they are 

unfaithful. In Amos, the term points forward to the coming judgment on the northern kingdom at 

the hands of the Assyrians (Amos 5:27); in Zephaniah, it points to the coming judgment on Judah 

at the hands of the Babylonians. Other prophets use the term to signal God's forthcoming 

punishment of other nations for their brutalities, e.g., Babylon (Isa 13:6, 9); Egypt (Jer 46:10); 

Edom (Obad. 15); and many nations (Joel 3:14; Obad. 15). In some cases the prophet uses the 

term to denote something farther off in the future (Mal 4:5; probably in Joel 3:2). All of this 

indicates that the “day” is not unique, but may be repeated as circumstances call for it. The NT 

authors apply the term as well to the return of Christ (e.g., 1 Cor 1:8; 2 Pet 3:10).  

 

Amos 5:20. day of the Lord.  (Day of Yahweh) 

Each year in Mesopotamia (often twice a year) there was an enthronement festival for the king of 

the gods. During the course of this akitu festival, the deity determined the destiny of his subjects 

and reestablished order, as he had done long ago when he defeated the forces of chaos. In fact, 

the creation account Enuma Elish that recounts Marduk's defeat of Tiamat and his elevation to 

the head of the pantheon was read during the course of the festival. Though the texts never refer 

to the akitu festival as the “Day of Marduk” there are some similarities. The Day of Yahweh refers 

to the occasion on which Yahweh will ascend to his throne with the purpose of binding chaos and 

bringing justice to the world order. The destinies of his subjects will be determined as the 

righteous are rewarded and the wicked suffer the consequences of their rebellion and sin. For 

Israel there is no firm evidence that this was represented in a regular ritual, but it is rather 

reflected in a historical expectation. As is often the case, then, to the extent that there is a 

connection, Israel appears to have historicized that which elsewhere is in the realm of myth and 

ritual. The Day of the Lord also has elements of theophany, usually connected with the divine 

warrior who defeats the disruptive powers (see comment on 1Sa 4:3-7). Such theophanies often 

are accompanied by cosmic effects (see comment on 1Ki 19:11-13). The cosmic effects often 

depict a world upside down (see comment on Je 4:23-26). The Day of Yahweh was a momentous 

day, and these are the kinds of occurrences that characteristically accompany momentous days. 

All of this helps our understanding of the Day of Yahweh by showing us that Israelite thinking and 

the prophets' communication intersected with a wide spectrum of ideas current in the culture. The 

originality in the Israelite literature is not that whole new matrices are being created but that 

known ideas are being combined and applied in unique ways.     [BBC2] 
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Old Testament Chronology Chart 

 

http://www.jesus-is-savior.com/Bible/otchron.htm 
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The Divided Kingdom  (Israel and Judah) 
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ISBE:   ISH-BOSHETH 

 

ish-bo'-sheth ('ish-bosheth, "man of shame" Iesbosthe): Called 'eshba`al, "man of 

Baal" (1 Chronicles 8:33), and yishwi, "man of Yahweh" (?), perhaps for 'isheyo (1 

Samuel 14:49). Compare ESHBAAL and ISHVI (the King James Version "Ishui"). We 

probably have the right meaning of the name in Eshbaal and Ishvi, the words Baal and 

Yahweh being frequently interchanged. The change to Ish-bosheth, "man of shame," in 

2 Samuel, where the story of his shameful murder is related, may be better explained as 

reference to this (see MEPHIBOSHETH, whose name was also changed from Merib-

baal for similar reasons), than to find here a suggestion of Baal-worship, but see HPN, 

121, where the change is explained as a correction of the scribes, in consequence of 

prophetic protests. 

 

One of the sons of Saul (1 Chronicles 8:33; 1 Chronicles 9:39 1 Samuel 14:49) who, 

when his father and brothers were slain in the battle of Gilboa (1 Samuel 31:1), was 

proclaimed king over Israel by Abner, the captain of Saul's host, at Mahanaim (2 

Samuel 2:8). Ishbosheth was 40 years old at this time and reigned over Israel 2 years (2 

Samuel 2:10). Judah, however, proclaimed David its king. The consequence was war (2 

Samuel 2:12). The house of David prevailed against the house of Saul (2 Samuel 3:1), 

but the war did not come to a close until Abner, angry on account of the rebuke he 

suffered from Ish-Bosheth for his unlawful intimacy with Rizpah, Saul's concubine, 

joined David (2 Samuel 3:6). David's condition to return to him Michal, his wife before 

peace could be made, was fulfilled by Ish-Bosheth (2 Samuel 3:14 f), but it was not until 

after Abner's death that Ish-Bosheth seems to have given up hopes of retaining his 

power (2 Samuel 4:1). The shameful murder of Ish-Bosheth by his own captains is 

recorded in 2 Samuel 4:5. David punished the murderers who had expected reward and 

buried Ish-Bosheth in the grave of Abner at Hebron (2 Samuel 4:12 f). 

 

http://biblehub.com/topical/i/ishbosheth.htm 

 

 

King Ishbosheth – Biography 

 

Ishbosheth was the most senior son of King Saul to survive the Philistine invasion in which Saul and three 

of his sons died. He was never trained to be king; Jonathan had always been the heir-apparent. And so 

when his family was killed in battle, he was unprepared to assume the throne.  

However, Saul's uncle and right hand man, the very capable general Abner, decided Saul's son should be 

king, and held a national coronation ceremony for him. Even so, Ishbosheth failed to rise to the occasion, 

and was always a puppet king. The nation's affairs were run by Abner.  

The tribe of Judah, however, rejected Ishbosheth, choosing David as their king, because he was of their 

tribe, because of his great record of success, and because the LORD had chosen him to be king. During 

http://biblehub.com/1_chronicles/8-33.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_samuel/14-49.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_samuel/14-49.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_chronicles/8-33.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_chronicles/9-39.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_samuel/14-49.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_samuel/31-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_samuel/2-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_samuel/2-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_samuel/2-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_samuel/2-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_samuel/2-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_samuel/2-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_samuel/3-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_samuel/3-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_samuel/3-14.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_samuel/4-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_samuel/4-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_samuel/4-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/topical/i/ishbosheth.htm
http://www.vtaide.com/gleanings/Kings-of-Israel/biography_Saul.html
http://www.vtaide.com/gleanings/Kings-of-Israel/biography_David.html
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Ishbosheth's two years as king, there was constant war between Israel and Judah, and all throughout, 

Judah grew stronger and Israel weaker.  

Ishbosheth lost Abner's support and guaranteed his own downfall when he foolishly accused Abner of 

seducing a concubine of dead King Saul — a serious infraction, if it had happened. Abner, whose loyalty 

to Ishbosheth and Saul was obvious to everyone except Ishbosheth, was furious. He publicly stated his 

intention to transfer his support to David and make him king of both Judah and Israel. It is a mark of 

Ishbosheth's weakness as king that he could do nothing against Abner in spite of his openly treasonous 

intentions — indeed, he seems not even to have tried.  

Abner immediately began a campaign to make David king of Israel. After winning the support of a network 

of local leaders, he entered into negotiations with David, who accepted his support. However, David's 

jealous general Joab assassinated Abner before he could complete his mission.  

Abner's death threw Ishbosheth and Israel into panic and confusion. Two military leaders conspired 

together and assassinated Ishbosheth while he napped in his home. Upon this, Israel's local leaders 

agreed to recruit David, already king of Judah, to be king of Israel as well.  

Where to read Ishbosheth's story:  2 Samuel 2 - 4  

 

http://www.vtaide.com/gleanings/Kings-of-Israel/biography_Ishbosheth.html 

 

 

 

Ishbosheth 

A son of Saul who Abner proclaimed king after Saul's death (2 Sam. 2:8-10). The tribe of Judah 

proclaimed David king after the death of Saul, but the other 11 tribes remained loyal to Saul's family. 

Ishbosheth reigned two turbulent years from Mahanaim, east of the Jordan River, while David ruled 

Judah from Hebron. 

Ishbosheth made a grave error in charging Abner with having relations with Saul's concubine, Rizpah. In 

anger, Abner changed his alliance to David (2 Sam. 3:6-21). When Joab murdered Abner in Hebron (2 

Sam. 3:27), Ishbosheth became discouraged. Two captains of his guard, Baanah and Rechab, 

assassinated Ishbosheth as he lay napping.  

They carried Ishbosheth's severed head to David, who ordered it buried in the tomb of Abner in Hebron. 

Then David put the assassins to death (2 Sam. 4:5-12). Saul's Dynasty ended with Ishbosheth's death. 

The name Ishbosheth means "man of shame." 

 

http://www.aboutbibleprophecy.com/p189.htm 
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History from Moses to Alexander the Great 

 

BC 1445 Exodus/10 Plagues/Law Given 

God raised up Moses to deliver the people from Egypt and through 10 plagues demonstrates his power 

and makes a name for himself. The last plague is the execution of the first born unless the house had the 

blood of a lamb (or goat) on their door posts. The Israelites were expelled after this last plague and made 

it through the Red Sea and then eventually to the Mountain of Sinai where God gave them the covenant. 

 

BC 1405 Conquest of Canaan 

Israel spent 40 years in the wilderness because when they reached the promised land, they refused to 

enter it. Now under Joshua, the successor of Moses, the people conquer the east side of the Jordan and 

then make their way into the land via Jericho. This is the first time Israel actually possesses the land 

promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 

BC 1391-1050 Judges 

The period of the Judges covers a few hundred years during which a cycle repeated itself over and again. 

(1) The people become oppressed by a foreign nation and call out to God in their despair. (2) God raises 

a Judge or Deliverer to obtain military victory. (3) The people become complacent and “everyone does 

what is right in his own eyes” which causes God’s protection to be forfeited. 

 

BC 1050-930 United Kingdom 

The first king of Israel was from the tribe of Benjamin, called Saul. The kingdom was taken from him and 

given to David of the tribe of Judah (though David did not rise to the throne until Saul died in battle). Then 

David’s son, Solomon was anointed above his brothers by David to be king over Israel. Each of these first 

three kings reigned for 40 years. This is called the “Golden Age” because during it Israel enjoyed peace, 

prosperity, and they worshiped God. 

 

BC 966 First Temple Built 

Shortly after the Law was given (BC 1445) Moses was given instruction on building the tabernacle (a tent 

meticulously designed by God to represent his presence among the people). The center piece of the 

tabernacle was the Ark of the Covenant containing the tablets of the Ten Commandments and some 

other items. David wanted to build a “house” for God but was refused because he was a man of war. 

Solomon used the materials David had laid up for the construction of the temple and dedicated it 

sacrificing thousands of animals. Then the glory of God visibly came into the temple. 

 

BC 930 Kingdom Splits 

Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, does not act wisely and instead of reaching out to the northern part of the 

kingdom alienates them. This causes a rift between the north and the south. Jeroboam is crowned king of 

the northern ten tribes (called hereafter Israel) and Rehoboam retains control (barely) of the southern two 

tribes (called hereafter Judah). 

 

BC 930-721 Northern Kingdom of Israel 

Jeroboam was the first king (the son of Nebat) and his first acts involved making two golden calves. One 

was to be installed in the south and one in the north. He appointed a new priesthood to offer sacrifices. 

The new capital was Samaria. The kings were not descended through one family line and there were 

often bloody assassinations to gain the throne. The last king was Hoshea the son of Elah. The Assyrians 

conquered Israel, deported its inhabitants and resettled 

other people in Samaria (later dubbed the Samaritans). 
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BC 930-586 Southern Kingdom of Judah 

Under David’s grandson, Rehoboam the kingdom split but God was merciful to the house of David and 

providentially saw to it that David’s family line continued throughout all the kings of Judah. Jerusalem 

remained the capital. Hezekiah miraculously survived the vicious attack of Assyria when God sent two 

angels to defeat Sennacherib’s army. The last kings of Judah were Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and 

Zedekiah. At this point, the Babylonian empire conquered Jerusalem three times, the last of which 

resulted in the cities complete destruction. 

 

BC 911-612 Assyrian Empire 

Historians mark the beginning of the Assyrian empire with the accession of Adad-Nirari II to the throne. 

Before this Assyria existed but was not very powerful. When Tiglath-Pileser III (also known as Pulu) 

ascended to the throne, he defeated Babylonia, the Medes, Hittites, Syria, and Phoenicia. He occupied 

Philistia in BC 738 and subjected Israel to tribute. In BC 727 Tiglath-Pileser III’s was succeeded by 

Shalmaneser V who died in BC 722 while laying siege to Samaria. Sargon II seized the throne and 

finished off Samaria and carried off 27,000 people into captivity in BC 721. Under Sennacherib (BC 705-

681) an unsuccessful attack was made against Jerusalem and her king, Hezekiah. It really ended in BC 

612 when the capital of Nineveh was defeated by the Babylonians. 

 

BC 612-539 Babylonian Empire 

Nabopolassar successfully rebelled and with the help of the Medes defeated Nineveh (the capital of 

Assyria) in BC 612. Under Nebuchadnezzar’s 43 year reign Babylon was at the peak of its strength. He 

brought Judah under his control and imposed taxes on them. Judah rebelled, was conquered, then 

rebelled again, and this time it was destroyed and all the citizens were deported. Nebuchadnezzar was 

succeeded by Nabonidus who eventually was defeated by Cyrus the king of the Medo-Persian Empire in 

BC 539 at Opis. Cyrus entered the city of Babylon without fighting. 

 

BC 605 Jerusalem Defeated (First Exile) 

During the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim (king of Judah), Jerusalem was defeated and the some of 

the vessels from the house of God were brought by Nebuchadnezzar into Shinar (another name for 

Babylon) (Daniel 1:1-2). Daniel, Mishael, Hananiah, Azariah and others who showed promise are brought 

to Babylon and trained to be able to serve in the royal court there (Daniel 1:3-6). Judah was made to pay 

taxes to Babylon but soon stopped in defiance to their foreign conquerors. 

 

BC 597 Jerusalem Defeated Again (Second Exile) 

In the eighth year of king Jehoiachin, Nebuchadnezzar again defeated Jerusalem and carried away the 

rest of the treasures of the temple, and the treasures of the king’s house, and led away into captivity all 

the captains, the warriors, the craftsman, and the smiths (2nd Kings 24:8-16). Only the poorest people 

were left in the land. During the siege, Jehoiachin surrendered and went out to Nebuchadnezzar and was 

taken back to Babylon. Jehoiachin’s uncle, Mattaniah (also called Zedekiah), was put in charge by 

Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings 24:17). Ezekiel may have been taken during this time. He prophesied 

extensively about the coming destruction of Jerusalem while living in Babylonia near the river Chebar 

(Ezekiel 1:1-3). 

 

BC 586 Jerusalem Destroyed/Temple Destroyed (Third Exile) 

Jerusalem again rebelled and the army of Babylon once again defeated it in the eleventh year of King 

Zedekiah (2nd Kings 25:1-2). Zedekiah fled but was captured; both of his sons were slaughtered before 

his eyes and then his eyes were put out and he was brought in bronze fetters to Babylon where he died. 

The temple was burned to the ground to such a degree that when it was rebuilt even a new foundation 

had to be made. The city walls were completely destroyed along with the prominent houses and the gates 

to the city (2nd Kings 25:1-21). Jeremiah was in the city when this happened and survived. 

 

BC 586-516 Seventy Year Captivity 
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The land was to lie dormant for seventy years to make up for the Sabbaths that it had not enjoyed (the 

Israelites were supposed to rest from farming every seventh year, but they did not). There are multiple 

ways to date this event. Some start in 605 (or 606) and end it in 535 (or 536). Here I have indicated the 

time from when the temple was destroyed (586) to when it was finally rebuilt (516). However one counts 

it, the people were able to survive in the foreign regions in which they were transplanted, just as God had 

prophesied through Jeremiah (Jeremiah 25.1-14). Daniel’s prayer undoubtedly ties in with the end of the 

captivity (Daniel 9). 

 

BC 539-333 Achaemenid Empire (also called Medo-Persia) 

Cyrus the Great (also called Cyrus II of Persia) successfully defeated the Median Empire, the Lydian 

Empire, and the Babylonian Empire between BC 559 and 539. His son, Cambyses II conquered Egypt. 

Cyrus was politically shrewd, modeling himself as the "savior" of conquered nations. To reinforce this 

image, he instituted policies of religious freedom, and abolished slavery in the newly acquired cities. 

Other kings in this empire include Darius I, Xerxes I (Ahasuerus), Artaxerxes I, etc. In BC 334 during the 

reign of Darius III, Alexander the Great successfully established the Greeks as the new empire. 

 

BC 538 Cyrus Issues Decree to Return to Judea 

In the fist year that Cyrus was established as the king of the empire he issued a decree that the Jews 

living throughout his empire could return to Judah and rebuild the temple (Ezra 1.1-4). Zerubbabel & 

Joshua lead 49,897 people back to Jerusalem (Ezra 2.2, 64-65) and begin work on the temple in BC 536. 

Zerubbabel was the Persian approved governor and Joshua was the highpriest. Prophets Haggai and 

Zechariah urged the building of temple through their prophecies. 

 

BC 516 Second Temple Built 

The building of the temple was begun in BC 536 but stopped some time before BC 529. The people of the 

surrounding areas (outside of Judah) discouraged the people of Judah, and frightened them from 

building, and hired counselors against them to frustrate their work until Darius I became king (Ezra 4.4-

5).Then God moved through the prophets Zechariah and Haggai to urge the work to begin again (without 

permission from the authorities) in BC 520. It was finally completed and dedicated in BC 516. 

 

BC 484-475 Events of Queen Esther 

In BC 484 King Ahasuerus (Xerxes I) gave a banquet and his queen (Vashti) publicly disobeyed him. The 

king sought after a new queen and chose Esther (Hadassah). During this time a man named Haman (who 

was the right hand man of the king) gained much power and wanted to annihilate the Jews because 

Mordecai (Esther’s Uncle) would not bow to Haman as he passed. In a last minute effort to defend her 

people Esther succeeds in gaining Xerxes I’s approval to reverse Haman’s plot and the Jews throughout 

the Persian Empire were saved. The festival of Purim is celebrated annually (up to this day) as 

commemoration of this deliverance. 

 

BC 457 Ezra Arrives in Jerusalem 

In the seventh year of King Artaxerxes I (BC 464-425), Ezra the scribe was sent to establish Mosaic Law 

in Jerusalem. His mission was to teach the people how to live. He was given a good deal of silver and 

gold to get the sacrificial system going. BC 445 Nehemiah Arrives in Jerusalem and Builds Wall Governor 

Nehemiah was commissioned by Artaxerxes I to rebuild the wall in Jerusalem (Nehemiah 2.1). The work 

began and it was strongly opposed by Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem 

the Arab (Nehemiah 2.10, 19). Even so, the workers continued with incredible speed holding a weapon in 

one hand a tool in the other. The wall was finished in 52 days (Nehemiah 6.15). 

 

BC 333 Alexander the Great’s Empire 

Alexander (son of Philip of Macedon) was king from BC 336 to 323 being only 20 years old. He was one 

of the most successful military commanders in history, and was undefeated in battle. He defeated Darius 

III at the Battle of Issus in BC 333. By the time of his death (at only 33 years old), he had conquered most 
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of the world known to the ancient Greeks pressing east into India. In the same year, Alexander took 

Jerusalem and now Judea was a Greek province instead of a Persian one. He founded Alexandria in 

Egypt (along with a number of other Alexandrias) which became a major city of trade, education, and 

culture. In BC 331, Alexander was welcomed as a liberator in Egypt and was pronounced the son of Zeus 

by Egyptian priests of the god Amun.  

From then on, Alexander referred to the god Zeus-Ammon as his true father. Alexander was a brilliant 

and fearless military strategist (he was undefeated in battle) but was also well educated in general, 

having Aristotle as his personal tutor. Alexander wasn’t just interested in conquering the world and 

submitting it to Greek rule; he wanted to make the world like Greece, civilizing it. He spread the Greek 

language, culture, religion, and philosophy to the lands he conquered and encouraged intermarriage. By 

the time of Jesus Greek was the common international language of the day. Alexander died in BC 323 of 

unknown causes (speculations include binge drinking, malaria, West Nile virus, typhoid, and viral 

encephalitis). 
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All Prophets of the Bible (including non-Writing and False Prophets) 
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The Symmetrical Bible 

 
The Bible has a proper arrangement of its manuscripts that is not there 
in the translations we see today. When placed in their proper order 
they reflect a symmetrical balance and give a harmonious story flow 
from beginning to end that makes it more understandable. There is a 
definite weaving together of a theme that God is trying to convey to all 
mankind throughout the biblical books. When this layout is restored 
this marvelous and revealing series of connected subjects is made 
apparent. The total number of books in the "Old" and "New" 
Testaments is properly 49 not 66.  
 

 

HEBREW SCRIPTURES — DIVISION 1 

 

I. THE LAW OF MOSES (5 Books) 

 

1. LAW 

A. Genesis B. Exodus C. Leviticus D. Numbers  

E. Deuteronomy  

5  

Books 

 

HEBREW SCRIPTURES — DIVISION 2 

 

II. THE PROPHETS (6 Books) 

 

2. FORMER 

           A. Joshua - Judges   B. Book of the Kingdoms 

 

3. LATTER — MAJOR PROPHETS 

           C. Isaiah   D. Jeremiah   E. Ezekiel  

 

4. THE 12 MINOR PROPHETS 
 

Assyrian Period— A. Hosea   B. Joel   C. Amos  

D. Obadiah  

E. Jonah   F. Micah   G. Nahum 

 

Chaldean Period— H. Habakkuk   I. Zephaniah 

+6  

Books 
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Restoration Period— J. Haggai   

K. Zechariah   L. Malachi 

 

HEBREW SCRIPTURES — DIVISION 3 

 

III. THE WRITINGS or ROYAL 

DIVISION  

(11 Books) 

 

5. WISDOM 

           A. Psalms   B. Proverbs   C. Job 

 

6. FESTIVAL 

D. Song (Passover)  E. Ruth (Pentecost)  

F. Lamentations (Ab 10th)  

G. Ecclesiastes (Tabernacles) 

           H. Esther (Purim) 

 

7. RESTORATION 

I. Daniel   J. Ezra - Nehemiah   K. Chronicles 

+11  

Books = 

22 BOOKS 

 
THE FOUNDATION — The Central Historical 
Division of both Testaments & the First 
Christian Principles 

 

IV. THE GOSPELS & BOOK of 

ACTS   

(5 Books) 

 

1. GOSPELS - Christ on Earth 

A. Matthew (Jewish) 

B. Mark (Jewish-Gentile) 

C. Luke (Gentile) 

           D. John (Universal) 

 

2. ACTS - Christ in Heaven 

E. Acts (Universal) 

Vol. 1 (OT) is 22 

Books 
Vol. 2 (NT) is 22 

Books 
Core is 5 Books 

 
for a total of 49 Books 

or 7x7 Books in the 

Bible 

 

 

On the Core Books 

hang all of the other 

books in perfect 

symmetrical balance. 
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APOSTOLIC WRITINGS — DIVISION 1 

 

V. THE GENERAL EPISTLES  

(7 Books) 

 

3. UNIVERSAL 

A. James  B. 1 Peter  C. 2 Peter   

D. 1 John  E. 2 John  F. 3 John  

G. Jude 

7  

Books 

 

APOSTOLIC WRITINGS — DIVISION 2 

 

VI. THE EPISTLES of PAUL (14 

Books) 

 

4. 7 CHURCHES 
 

The ABC's of Christian Doctrine — A. Romans  

B. 1 Corinthians  

C. 2 Corinthians D. Galatians 

 

The XYZ's of Christian Doctrine — E. Ephesians 

F. Philippians  

G. Collosians 

 

           The End Times — H. 1 Thessalonians  

           I. 2 Thessalonians 

  

5. MILLENNIAL 
 

Temple Symbolism — J. Hebrews 

 

6. MINISTERIAL 
 

The Epistles for Professional Leaders —  

K. 1 Timothy  

L. 2 Timothy M. Titus N. Philemon  

+14  

Books 
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APOSTOLIC WRITINGS — DIVISION 2 

 

VII. THE BOOK of REVELATION  

(1 Book) 

 

7. PROPHETIC 

 

A. Revelation 

The Book of Sevens:  

1. 7 Churches  2. 7 Golden Candlesticks  3. 7 Stars 

4. 7 Spirits of God  5. 7 Lamps of Fire 6. 7 Seals  

7. 7 Horns  

8. 7 Eyes   9. 7 Angels  

10. 7 Trumpets  11. 7 Thunders  

12. 7 Thousand Men 13. 7 Heads  

14. 7 Crowns  15. 7 Last Plagues  

16. 7 Golden Vails  

17. 7 Mountains  18. 7 Kings 

+1 

Book = 

22 Books 

Bible Chart 
 

 

 

http://www.centuryone.com/bible.html 

 

Bible Chart for above table… 

 
See next page for larger view… 

http://www.centuryone.com/images/bibleOrder.gif
http://www.centuryone.com/bible.html
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