
Adamic
Covenant
Gen. 3:16-19

Edenic
(Works)

(Innocence)
Gen. 1:26-30; 

2:16-17

Adamic
(Grace)
Gen. 3:15

Outlines Man’s 

responsibility toward 

creation and God’s 

directive regarding the 

tree of knowledge of good 

and evil.

Includes curses 

pronounced against 

mankind for the sin of 

Adam and Eve, as well as 

God’s provision for that 

sin.

Noahic
Covenant
Gen. 9: 8-17

2 Peter 2:5

Abrahamic
Covenant

Gen. 12, 13, 15, 17, 

22

Conditional 

covenant between 

God and Noah 

(specifically) and 

humanity 

(generally). Rainbow 

given as sign.

Unconditional Promises to Abraham:
1. Make name great (Gen. 12:2)

2. Numerous physical decendents (Gen. 13:16)

3. Father of multitude of nations (Gen. 17:4-5)

4. Nation of Israel (boundaries: Gen. 12:7, 13:14-15, 15:18-21 

Guaranteed Israel title to land.

5. Would be blessed from physical line (Gen. 12:3, 22:18)

Palestinian
Covenant
Deut. 29: 1-29, 

30:1-10

[Made in plains of Moab with 2
nd

generation and gave laws for the land.  Given by Moses.]

[Before making this covenant with Israel, God reminds them about obeying the Mosaic Law (Deut. 28:1-68)]

1. Amplified land aspect detailed in the Abrahamic Covenant.

2. People scattered throughout world because of disobedience.

3. God will eventually restore nation together

4. When restored, they will obey him perfectly and God will prosper them.

Mosaic
Covenant

Deut. 11; Beginning 

in Ex. 19-24;  et al.

[Made at Mt. Sinai with 1
st
generation out of Egypt and gave laws for the people.]

Conditional Covenant upon Nation of Israel:  Direct blessing for obedience or God’s 

direct cursing for disobedience

Includes 10 Commandments, plus over 600 commands (approx. 300 pos. and 300 neg.)

History Books (Joshua-Esther) detail how Israel succeeded, or not, in obeying the law.

Deut. 11:26-28 details the blessing/cursing motif.

Davidic
Covenant
2 Sam. 7:8-16

Amplifies seed aspect detailed in the Abrahamic Covenant: 

David’s physical line of descent would last forever, his kingdom 

would never pass away permanently (v. 16), kingdom would 

have a ruling individual execising authority over it (v. 16).

Someone from line of David will sit on throne and rule as king.

New
Covenant
Jer. 31: 31-34

Made with Nation of Israel; 

speaks about blessing detailed in the Abrahamic Covenant.

God promises to forgive sin.

There will be a universal knowledge of the Lord (v. 34).

Nation of Israel will have a special relationship with their 

God (v 33).

Refers to a Messianic Age or World to Come

New Testament: Heb. 8:8-12  (Christ is the mediator)

Controversies - Different Points of View:
1. All covenants are conditional in nature. (and Israel failed miserably at 

fulfilling them.)

2. Unconditional covenants have yet to be totally fulfilled (regardless of 

Israel’s disobedience) and will come to fruition sometime in future.

3. The church (of Jesus Christ) fulfills the covenants and God will never 

deal with Israel again.

4. Church initially or partially will fulfill the covenants.

5. Church shares with Israel in promises that are still in the future.

6. Covenants are for Israel only, church is absent from these covenants.

Ratified by Oath of God (Gen. 16:7-21).

Solemnized by recognized method of confirming an oath (Gen. 15:18).

Visible symbol: Rite of circumcision (Gen 17:9-14).

Confirmed by birth of Isaac (Gen. 17:19)  and reiterated promises given 

to Isaac (Gen 17:19) and Jacob (Gen. 28:12).

Ref. Jer. 31:35-37 and

Heb. 6:17,18; cf. 6:13-16

FYI - The Quran: Chapter 5: 20-21, which says Moses 

declared, "O my people! Remember the bounty of God upon 

you when He bestowed prophets upon you, and made you 

kings and gave you that which had not been given to anyone 

before you amongst the nations. O my people! Enter the 

Holy Land which God has written for you, and do not turn 

tail, otherwise you will be losers."  See also 2:125 relating to 

Abrahamic Covenant; also Sura 7:136-137 and Sura 17:103-104.

Covenants originating from God (one-sided) 

that are either conditional or unconditional.

Promised Land: 
all the land from the river (or 

wadi – seasonal river, i.e. Nile 

Delta) of Egypt to the Euphrates.  
(It includes the modern nations of Saudi 

Arabia, Omen, Yemen, Turkey, Iraq, Syria, 

Lebanon, Jordan, Kuwait, UAE, and several 

other nations within the Middle East Region.)
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