
Jacob / Israel
“Jacob” means Supplanter, One who deceives,  “heel catcher”

 / Israel means Prince or Power with God, one who reigns with God, God contends, God fights

Was a simple man, dwelling in tents.

[Gen. 27, Gains birthright and Isaac’s blessing from Esau by 

deception motivated by Rebekah, eventually forced to flee to avoid 

Esau’s wrath]; [Gen 28:10-10 Jacob’s Ladder at Bethel],    

[Named Israel (possible meanings: “striven with / saved by  God”, “God strives / rules / 

persists”, “He will be a prince with God”) by God in Gen. 32:28, 35:10]  

[Gen. 32-33, Reconciles with Esau day after being renamed Israel.  

Esau

Meaning “rough”, “hairy” (reddish),  or “fully developed” 

(also called Edom = “red”, because of skintone and/or red stew; 

 is the “Father of the Edomites”, who later caused problems for Israelites).

Twin brother of Jacob and firstborn; a hunter

[Gen, 27 trades  birthright to Jacob for bowl of stew]  

[Gen. 32-33, forgives and reconciles with Jacob]

[Gen. 36 lists descendants of Esau]
Intermarried with Canaanites (2) and with Uncle Ishmael’s daughter (Mahalath [or 

Bathsemuth, Gen. 36:3];  his 3
rd

 wife;  was chosen to appease his father, Isaac).

Note: The Herod dynasty was of Edomite ancestry.

Judah

(Means “praise”)

[Gen. 38, “Judah and 

Tamar”]

Gad and Asher

Zilpah
(Leah’s Servant, given as 

handmaid by Laban)

Jacob’s Concubine

Rachel
(Daughter of Laban who is 

the brother of Rebekah)

She is Jacob’s primary love 

and 2
nd

 wife.

Bilhah
(Rachel’s Servant, given as 

handmaid by Laban)

Jacob’s Concubine

Benjamin
(Means “son of right hand”)

Youngest, 2
nd

 Favorite

King Saul was a descendent 

of this tribe.

Joseph
(Means “add, increase”)

Jacob’s Favorite

[Last 3
rd

 of Gen. 

focuses on Joseph 

and Jacob and start of 

12 tribes of Israel]

Dan and Naphtali

Manassas
(A “Son” of Jacob)

Assigned area 

in Promised Land

Ephraim
(A “Son” of Jacob)

Blessed ahead of Manassas 

by Jacob

Assigned area

 in Promised Land

Reuben

 Jacob's firstborn
Had sexual relations with 

Bilhah

Simeon  

Dinah
Daughter of Leah

Raped by Shechem, 

son of Hamor 

[Gen. 34]

David

Jesus
[see Luke 3: 23-38 and 

Mat. 1:1-17 for more 

details of his genealogy]

Nim

.

.

.

Joshua

Pharez (or Perez)

(Heb: Parets)
(means “Breach”)

Zarah

Rebekah (Rebecca)
Mother of Jacob and Esau, 

favored Jacob;

Prophecy predicted fighting 

and Esau serving Jacob  

[Gen. 25:25]

Leah
(Daughter of Laban who is 

the brother of Rebekah) 

Laban tricked Jacob into 

marrying her instead of 

Rachel.

Samaritans

[Name means: “Keepers of the Law”]

Believe Mount Gerizim is the 

original Holy Place. 

Claim they Include SOME of the 

Levites and some from tribes of 

Manassas and Ephraim.

Located in what is now the 

Upper West Bank.

Kingdom of Judah

Tribes of Judah and 

Benjamin
Conquered and exiled by the 

Babylonians; [1 Ch 9] later  allowed to 

return with remnants of other tribes. 

Eventually became known as “Jews”

South

Kingdom of Israel

10 Tribes, excluding Judah 

and Benjamin 

(also known as the House of Ephraim)

Eventually becoming the 10 Lost 

Tribes after being conquered by the 

Assyrians and deported. Some 

remnants absorbed into Judah.

North

Levi
His tribe had no area,  

just scattered

cities as his line 

provided the priests.

Issachar 

and 

Zebulun

The Tribes

of Israel 

(i.e., Jacob)

(Birth Order)

Reuben 

Simeon 

Levi 

Judah 

Dan 

Naphtali

Gad

Asher

Issachar 

Zebulun 

Joseph 

     Manassas

     Ephraim

Benjamin

also called 

the Israelites

Division of 

Promised Land

Twelve tribes, 

corresponding to 12 

sons of Jacob/Israel  

were assigned 

designated areas 

within the Promised 

Land.  Tribe of Levi 

was assigned cities 

spread throughout 

areas. Tribe of 

Joseph was split as 

Tribe of Manassas 

and Tribe of 

Ephraim; so, the net 

effect was still 12 

tribe areas. 

From Abraham and Isaac on through

Jacob, Joseph and the Tribes of Israel
Graphical Overview  [ref. Gen 25-50] 

by Larry Yerkes
  Genesis = In (the) beginning = beresit (Heb.)  (or bereshit or bereshith)

Ishmaelites
Offspring (of the 12 sons) of Ishmael the elder son of Abraham by Hagar.   

They eventually mixed with Midianites and later with other children of 

Keturah and then were  called “Arabs”.

Midianites
Offspring of Keturah,[Gen. 25:1-6; 1 Chron 1:32] whom Abraham married after 

the death of Sarah, resulting in 6 sons: Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, 

Ishbak, and Shuah.  Some offsping eventually became known as “Arabs”.  

Others assimilated into various groups.

[1 Ch 9] – Return from Babylonian captivity: the Tribes of Judah (alongside tribe of 

Simeon that was absorbed into it), Benjamin, Levi; along with remnants of Ephraim and 

Manasseh.  Became known as “Jews”,  short for “of Judah” or “from the land of Judea”.

Moses 

/ 

Aaron the Priest (Older 

brother of Moses) � 

Eleazor...� Zadok (first 

High Priest in Temple)

Isaac
[birth: Gen 17:19, Gen  21]

Son of Abraham (who was 

100 years old) and Sarah 

(who was 90 years old);

Married to Rebekah;

60 years old when twins 

Esau and Jacob were born,

Isaac favored Esau

Abraham
Son of Terah (descendant of Noah’s son, Shem) [Gen 11];  

originally named, Abram (noble father), God changes name to 

Abraham (father of many nations) [Gen. 17:5]; 

His wife, Sarah (means “Princess”), originally named Sarai (“my 

princess”), was his half sister [Gen 11:21] and Isaac’s mother;

Abraham was 160 years old at the birth of Isaac’s sons,  Jacob and Esau

Ishmael
Meaning “God Hears”;  God promises: he will be like a 

wild donkey (onager: a valued animal, untamable) too 

many offspring to count, conflict with others.  Son of 

Sarah’s  Handmaiden, Hagar, given by Sarah to 

Abraham (86 years old) to bear sons when she could not 

conceive  [Gen 16, 21]; Ishmael had 12 sons, and a 

daughter (Mahalath or Basemath) who married Esau.


